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    THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
March 17, 2024 Fifth Sunday in Lent 10:00am 
 GATHERING 
 PRELUDE Maria vanKalken, organ 
 WELCOME AND CONCERNS   
 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Don Remick 

One: Glimpses and whispers abound. God seeks us where we are.  
All: A voice calls our name out of the fog.  
One: A invitation seen in the outstretched hands of the poor.  
All: A new dawning of insight while at prayer.  
One: An internal shift of perception that is felt in the heart.  
All: A joyous peace in the midst of play.  
One: A lifting of a burden, a flood of tears, an explosion of laughter.  
All: God is so near: guardian and friend who speaks to us.  

* HYMN  The King of Love My Shepherd Is #87 
 CENTERING 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Unison) Rev. Lindsay Popperson 

Creating God, still Center of the world you have made,  
we come to you in this season of turning and returning. 

We do not know how to seek you with our whole hearts,  
but we know you are our source and our destiny. 

In the midst of life, 
we return to you, we turn toward you. 

We thank you that you receive even the broken heart,  
the troubled conscience, the conflicted spirit. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
One: O Lord, our hearts are heavy with the violence of our world, so much 

suffering through the ages, wars and holocausts, genocide and abuse. 
 We cry on behalf of our violent world: 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
One: O Lord, you love and care for us as a parent; you came to share life with 

us as a brother. 
 But we confess we have failed to live as your children and instead have 

broken many bonds. 
 We cry on behalf of our violent world: 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
One: O Lord, you have called us to live together in community, to consider 

one another as brother and sister, regardless of ethnicity, economic 
status, or popularity. Yet we prejudge one another, refuse to love one 
another, and victimize one another. 

 We cry on behalf of our violent world: 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
One: O Lord, giver of all life, you fearfully and wonderfully made us and 

breathed into our nostrils the breath of life. Yet we endanger the lives of 
one another, abuse the lives of young children among us, destroy those 
who are defenseless, and oppress those who are powerless. 

 We cry on behalf of our violent world: 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
One: O Lord, who sees our broken hearts and our broken world, in the 

silence we bring ourselves before you, bringing our shame and our grief, 
our hopes and our fears.  

SILENT PRAYER  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

One: Jesus walked a path of peace and solidarity, and called us to do the 
same.  

All: Jesus showed us a God of mercy, and offered us a way to know 
God.  

One: Though God sometimes seems far off, the prophet Hosea assures us 
that God is near, and offers this invitation: “Let us come to know 
YHWH intimately, and pursue that knowledge zealously. 



All: And as sure as the sun rises in the morning, God will come, and 
will return to us like the rains of winter, like the rains of spring 
that water the earth.” 

One: God’s mercy rains down on us, today and always.  
All: Thanks be to God! 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (please join in singing) 
Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Spirit One, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 

 LISTENING 
 MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN   

May you know that you belong here and can always come home. 
May you grow, learn, and question. 
May you feel the love of God wherever you go. 

Children will now go to Sunday school;  
their families can meet them in the classroom when the service is over. 

* HYMN Like a Tree Beside the Waters #244 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13 Read by Rebecca Ehrhardt 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, 
and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. 
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice 
in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in 
part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will 
come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For 
now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know 
only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now 
faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 



ANTHEM Hostias (from Requiem) Gabriel Fauré 
 Andrew Scoglio, baritone 
SERMON “Through a Lens Dimly” Rev. Don Remick 

 A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 PASTORAL PRAYER 
 RESPONDING 
 OFFERTORY 
  INVITATION 
  PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS 
    The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee Jean Berger 
    Senior Choir 
* DOXOLOGY: #46 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 CHORAL RESPONSE 

SENDING 
* HYMN  Be Thou My Vision #445 
* BENEDICTION 
* RESPONSE (please join in singing)    
  I Feel the Winds of God Today tune: Kingsfold 

I feel the winds of God today, 
Today my sail I lift, 
Though heavy oft with drenching spray 
And torn with many a rift. 
If hope would light the water’s crest, 
And Christ my bark will use, 
I’ll seek the seas at His behest, 
And brave another cruise. Amen 

 POSTLUDE Maria vanKalken, organ 
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